
BULLER HIGH SCHOOL 
Te Kura Tuarua-o-Kawatiri 

33 Derby Street, Telephone: (03) 789 7299, Fax: (03) 789 6790, 
Email: office@buller.ac.nz, Website: www.buller.ac.nz, PO Box 87, WESTPORT 7866 

Issue 2 
March 2019 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL:  principal@buller.ac.nz 

 

Outstanding Performance - Congratulations Ben Mokomoko 

One of the early highlights for our Year 9 students is the annual camp. This is a two-day, 
one night event. The focus of these camps is to build House spirit, relationships with our 
Peer Support team and the House Deans. I want to acknowledge the time and effort put in 
by the Deans and teachers who support the camps overnight. I also want to acknowledge the planning by 
Miss Hurst-Long to ensure the students have a great time. We are aiming for 100% participation and the 
$20 charge for the two days including meals, transport and caving, I am sure you would agree, is a great 

deal. 
 

The annual swimming sports was once again a day of colour, fun and competition. Those who got involved had an 
enjoyable day in and around the pool. The quality of the senior student leadership on the day was outstanding. Once 
again, the only disappointing feature of the day was the number of students who chose to not attend or attend and 
not participate. Education is not just about the classroom, it is about participating, supporting others and being part of 
a group. I spoke about this at our recent assembly. These events are part of our wider curriculum; please encourage 
your children to attend all school activities. Again, it is a legal requirement for all children under 16 to attend a school 
unless they are unwell; we cannot make a difference if we do not see them. It is pertinent to remind all parents and 
students that participation in the extracurricular events (sports, arts, cultural) and dances are dependent on  
attendance of 90% or more. We are training our students for life beyond school; not turning up for work one day a  
fortnight would not be seen as reasonable. 
 

Senior students should now be fully immersed in the challenges of NCEA. Please encourage them to prioritise their 
school work and meet any deadlines set. It is important to have a balance of school and home; however, part time 
works needs to fit around the demands of school, not the other way around; we need your support with this. The  
parent portal on Musac EDGE is one way you can monitor progress towards NCEA. If you would like to know 
how to access the portal or understand the results, please do not hesitate to contact the school. We will be offering a 
parent evening to explain in more detail how NCEA works, how you monitor progress and the requirements for  
tertiary study this term. 
 

Our uniform looks good and many of our students wear it well. We want our students to be and think like individuals 
but what they are wearing to be the same as the word uniform implies. The uniform code is clear and we would ask 
for your support to ensure that our students are representing the school with pride. Key areas where we ask for your 
support are jewellery, piercings and incorrect shoes and socks. A reminder too that headphones are not part of our 
uniform and should only be seen when permission is given by a teacher. 
 

One of our values is Respect and that includes respect for the rules of our school and taking responsibility for  
wearing the uniform correctly. I look forward to sharing the success stories of our students with you throughout the 
year. 
 

Tama tu tama ora, tama noho tama mate   An active person will remain healthy while a lazy one will become sick 

We congratulate Ben on his excellent achievement at the recent Canterbury Secondary Schoolsô Triathlon. His hard 
fought and intelligent race earned him a well-deserved silver medal. Buller High School is very proud of Ben and we 
want to acknowledge his talent, hard work and commitment as a high performance athlete. Our staff and students 
extend their best wishes to Ben whose next race will be at the NZ National Championships Triathlon in New  
Plymouth on 29 March 2019. Good luck. 
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The wind in your hair and the sea at your feet was something that I had never experienced before. I had never  
experienced going somewhere new and meeting 39 other students who didnôt know each other. I had never  
experienced the thrill of being on the water, rocking side to side or singing together to someone playing the ukulele in 
the middle of the Foveaux Strait.  These are experiences that I will never forget and was made possible by being the 
student representative on the Board of Trustees. The Spirit of Adventure student trustee voyage was a truly  
unforgettable experience that helped me learn a lot about the operations of the Board and about myself.   
As a result of the student trustee development courses on board, I learnt the following about the Board of Trustees 
that I didnôt have knowledge of prior to Spirit of Adventure;  

¶ Coming onto the Board I expected to be able to make a difference to the school and its atmosphere, but after 
attending these courses, I learnt that the Board is actually the governance/policies side of the running of the 
school. Being a student advocate is in the day-to-day management side of running the school and is the role 
of the Student Council and Principal. The student representativeôs purpose for being on the board is to  

    represent the studentsô values and to bring student perspectives and opinions to the Board and the decisions 
    that they make. 

¶ The student representative while at meetings is equal to every other member.  

¶ I learnt about the roles and responsibilities of the Board, and that their main objective is attaining the highest 
possible standard in educational achievement.  

¶ Our school values are based on the question; ñwhat kind of students do we want to produce?ò 

¶ I also learnt about the sources of income for the school and how these are measured.  
 

Through my encounters and the responsibilities that I experienced on board, I learnt many valuable lessons and  
values to bring to my personal and social life. Living so closely with 39 other students for five days I learnt about hav-
ing patience. Being patient with others was important on the ship, and I can now bring that value back to my school 
and home life and be more patient with my peers, teachers and family. The experience of Spirit of Adventure meant 
meeting 39 new people. This meant that I had to put myself out there to make new friends. This direct and close  
contact with so many new people has really built my confidence, communication and social skills, which is another 
value that I have brought back to school and have applied in my day-to-day life. I also learnt that everyone is in the 
same boat (literally and metaphorically), and through my new-found relationships, I found that I am not the only one 
experiencing difficulties around transitioning into the role of student trustee, and for me that was a big relief  
because I could relate to the problems of all of these strangers that I had just met, I felt more connected to them. 
From the activities and team-building that we did, we all learnt to persevere and to support, encourage and trust each 
other, which again I have brought back to my role at school by being encouraging and supportive to my peers even 
though I donôt know some of them very well.  
 

Overall, the Spirit of Adventure was an invaluable, life-changing, positive experience that I would thoroughly  
recommend to anyone and everyone. I learnt a remarkable amount about the operations of the Board and my role as  
student trustee and about myself, which are all things that I can now apply in all of my future endeavours. 
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Junior Girls:  Danielle OôToole 
Junior Boys: Dylan Walsh 
Intermediate Girls: Abby Hawkeswood 
Intermediate Boys: Luke Mokomoko 
Senior Girls: Jade Armstrong 
   Trinity Richardson-Dann 
Senior Boys: Ben Mokomoko 
Records Broken Junior Girls:  
Danielle OôToole, 100 mFreestyle 1.09.09 
100m Breaststroke 1.34.57 and  
100m Medley 1.23.52 
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