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Billy Thomas has been selected for 
the Shakespeare Globe Centre 
New Zealand Young Shakespeare 
Company. He is one of just 23  
students chosen from the  
thousands of students who took 
part in regional and national  
Shakespeare Festivals this year. 
Billy is the first student ever to be 
selected from the West Coast/
Buller over the 21 years SGCNZ 
YSC has been active. 
 

In July 2019, Billy will join  other 
young performers from all over New 
Zealand, and together as YSC, will 
perform at The Globe Theatre,  
England. However, there are many 
other things this 19 day trip offers, 
aside from performing. Billy will  
attend workshops, talks and Q&A  
sessions about the plays with  
influential actors and directors,  
behind the scene tours of the 
Globe, Rose, and National Theatre, 
watch performances and  
rehearse at the Globe. They will 
also do many things throughout 
London and Stratford-upon-Avon. 

Congratulations 

Shortly we will be farewelling our senior students as they prepare for the external NCEA 
exams for 2018. On Thursday 1 November, our Year 13 and 14 leavers are celebrated at 
the Graduation Assembly. This is followed in the evening by the Senior Prizegiving at the 
NBS Theatre. It makes for a busy, but exciting day. This recognition for our students can 
be the catalyst that spurs them on to further study and success. Both ceremonies give us an opportuni-
ty to share the many successes and achievements of our students over the year and we look forward 
to seeing the parents/caregivers and community at these events. 
 
Of course, for our senior students, the year continues in the form of revision and study for exams. 

Many will be coming into school to study or work with staff. Others will be completing internal assessments as they look 
to complete the course of study. The year is complete once they walk out of the last exam knowing that they have done 
their best ï it is important for them all to strive for success and whatever that means for them.  
 
We have had two trips return to school, having enjoyed different experiences over the holidays. The ñStitch Sistersò 
have returned from Wellington where they enjoyed the World of Wearable Arts in its 30

th
 year. Iôm sure this trip inspired 

the students to explore their own design talent. The trip was the inspiration of Mrs Kathy Dobson and Ms Sheree Hollis. 
The Literature trip to England under the leadership of Ms Ellen Curnow and Miss Melissa Basher has also returned ï 
enlightened, horizons expanded and more motivated to explore what the world has to offer. There were many bleary 
eyed students back on the Tuesday, but Iôm sure that the trip was a fantastic adventure for them and their teachers. 
 
I want to thank the parents who contributed to the latest Annual Satisfaction Survey. We had a large response and  
received very positive feedback regarding what we are doing. We do value the feedback that was provided and are 
working to further improve in the areas that you have highlighted ï again, thank you for taking the time to provide this 
valuable feedback. 
 
For our junior school, there is still a lot of learning to take place. The distraction of the senior students will be gone and 
they can focus on their own work and the exams, which will be in week 7. For the Year 9 students, they will shortly be 
deciding on their options for Year 10, and for the Year 10 students, they are setting the platform from which to launch 
next year as a Year 11 NCEA student. 
 

Mauri tȊ mauri ora    ñAn active soul is a healthy soulò 



 

During the holidays, 14 Buller High School students, accompanied by Ms Curnow and Miss Basher, followed a classic 
literature trail around England. Highlights included seeing Othello at the Globe Theatre and visiting Beatrix Potterôs 
farm in The Lake District.   
 
Here, they are dressed up for a performance of óWickedô at The Apollo Theatre on The West End.  
 
We would like to acknowledge and thank our families and community for supporting this wonderful learning  
experience. London may be a big city compared to home, but we embraced the opportunity to gain self-confidence 
and experience abroad. 
 
The group returned to reality and preparations for NCEA examinations at the beginning of Term Four.  
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We have started a 'Genius Hour' in  
Hospitality where talented students can use 
class time to work on a project of their own 
choosing. Georgia, Savannah and Kendra 
have been making rainbow pasta as well as 
dehydrating beetroot and fresh turmeric to 
make powders. Georgia made beetroot 
ravioli filled with spinach and ricotta, glazed 
with burnt sage butter. Unbelievably good. 

Georgia Simpson 

Level One Hospitality 

Georgia Simpson, Kendra 
McDonald, Savannah Hart 

Turmeric powder Beetroot ravioli 

 
Congratulations  

 
The Pouako trophy is awarded each 
year to the teacher who has promoted 
mǕoritanga consistentlty throughout 
the school. The trophy is especially 
important since the recipient is 
decided by a forum/hui of Ǖkonga 
MǕori (Tau 9-13). This year, the award 
was presented to Mrs Jar during 
assembly. When she thanked the 
students for selecting her, Mrs Jar 
commented that:  
 

ñBeing able to korero MǕori and enter 
the workforce with knowledge of 
tikanga is now more important than 
ever within New Zealand; those who 
can, will find their curriculum vitae at 
the top of the shortlist of job 
applicantsò. 
 

Mrs Jar is pictured with a number of 
the members of the Kapa Haka group. 
Nga mihi 


