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FROM THE PRINCIPAL:  principal@buller.ac.nz 
This term is now coming to an end. We are told it was a 12-week term, however for most, 
teachers and students, there doesnôt feel like thereôs been a break all year. I have been 
very pleased at the renewed vigour and enthusiasm of our students on their return. A 
greater appreciation of their teachers and of the limited time available to achieve the goals 
they have set for themselves. 
 

There remains some nervousness by some students and staff related to COVID19. There is no 
community transmission of this virus and no cases have been recorded in the Buller. The cases 
now arising are from those returning into isolation. Schools are a safe place to be. We will continue 

to remain vigilant and ensure that sound health and safety practices remain in place (this is good practice anytime). 
If you or your children have any concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

As a school, we have made adjustments this year to support the learning. For 2020, we have cancelled both  
tournament week participation and the school exams, providing two more weeks of learning time. In addition to the 
10 days added in Term 4 by the Ministry of Education, I believe that all students can be confident that they have the 
time needed to succeed. 
 

Term 3 will see the reintroduction of many school sports events with a full calendar over the term. This includes the 
Motueka exchange, this year taking place on 3 September in Murchison. The Senior Ball, often a highlight for  
students, will be held on 19 September and the Junior Dance, at the end of week 1 in Term 4. Early in Term 3 there 
will be Parent Evenings (28 and 30 July); this is your opportunity to discuss the recent reports and work with  
teachers to track a path forward with your child for the remainder of the year. Please remember, you can enter the 
parent portal on Parent Portal for EDGE. If you are new to the system, just choose óForgot Passwordô and a new one 
will be sent to you. 
 

While it is great that opportunities outside of the classroom are being made available once again, it is important to 
remember that it is a privilege to be involved in school teams and events. We want all of our students to be able to 
participate fully in the life of the school. To do so is simple: 

¶ Turn up on time and attend each day ï attendance impact achievement. 90%+ is an expectation 

¶ Arrive in full school uniform each day ï we have a wide variety of uniform options, and 

¶ When in school, be prepared to learn ï a good education is priceless 
 

These simple steps will ensure that each student gets the most out of their time with us and benefits fully from what 
we offer. Any concerns over these areas could mean that a student misses out on some opportunities. This has  
already been communicated to students. 
 

One of our Mathematics teachers, Mr Martin leaves us at the end of the term, heading down to Timaru with his  
family to take up a position at Timaru Boys High. On behalf of the school, I wish them all the best for this new  
adventure. 

I Ǿrea te tuǕtara ka patu ki waho              ñA problem is solved by continuing to find solutionsò 

Wonderful Effort Raising Awareness Run  
 

Throughout the month of June, Carys Birse, a member of our 
HPE Department, has been doing some hard mahi completing 
the massive challenge of running 10km every day. All to help 
raise awareness about Lupus, a disease that affects a close 
friend of hers. It was lovely to celebrate her final day this week 
with a morning tea. Hailing from Scotland, Carys has managed 
well in the brisk June mornings, pounding the pavement. Most 
days, Buller High School staff have managed to support her 
with Mrs Batt, Mr Forsyth, Mrs Duncan, Miss Miller, Miss  
Meynell and Miss Findlay all joining her each week. We are 
super impressed at her resilience and determination to smash 
this challenge and after 300km, we thought she deserved a 
piece of cake too! If you want to know more about Lupus, 
hereôs some information from Carys: Lupus is a long-term  
autoimmune disease where the bodyôs immune system  
becomes hyperactive and attacks normal, healthy tissue. 
Symptoms can include joint pain, and fatigue (which is why I 
chose to complete a physically demanding challenge to 
almost replicate these symptoms) skin rashes and hair loss.  

In New Zealand, Lupus is three to four times more common among Maori and Pacific Island people. It can take a 
long time to diagnose someone with Lupus. Although there are specific blood markers that can be positive for  
Lupus, the majority of people with it donôt have these markers. And the symptoms at the start are very ñnon-
specificò (meaning they can be symptoms similar to lots of other diseases e.g. fatigue and joint pain etc). So it 
makes it very difficult to diagnose and can take people a couple of years of getting doctor appointments and loads of 
investigations to finally get a diagnosis. Currently, there is no cure for Lupus, so the main treatment is managing and 
minimising the symptoms with medication. 

https://parent.musac.school.nz/Loginpage_caregiver.aspx?returnurl=%2fcg%2fdashboard%2fmydashboard


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students were given the brief to set up a small  
business to sell products at a school Market day.  
The products included sweet and savoury treats and 
even a fun game.   

Students spent lessons making key decisions as a group to operate a successful business enterprise. These  
decisions were written up in the form of a business plan.  
 
The Business Plan format included planning for:  

¶the business idea  

¶business goals and SWOT  

¶production  

¶marketing  

¶finance  

The mini market day was held on Wednesday 17 June at lunchtime in the hall and the students completed their  
setup and sales in a two hour period.  There was great support from students and staff alike. Well done everyone, 
the sale was a great success. 
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